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Forget about the 7 year itch – try 70 with the one Valentine!
Tomorrow, Tuesday 12 February, just before Valentine’s Day, Harold Allington, aged 97, and his wife Margery, 92, will celebrate their platinum wedding anniversary – 70 years together! 
To mark the occasion, at 10 am at Resthaven Marion, 39 Finniss Street, Marion, they will celebrate with family and friends and will recall and record the details of their wedding day:

Emma Margery Berry (always known as Margery) and Harold William Allington were married in Maylands Methodist Church on 12th February 1938, the second of four generations to be married there. 
The couple have been involved with church activities all their lives and held a morning tea at Vermont Uniting Church Hall last Sunday.
Harold grew up in St Peters in the house behind his parents’ florist shop and attended East Adelaide Primary School. 

Harold and Margery both attended Norwood High School, although not at the same time. They grew up in the Trinity Gardens area and met at tennis practice at 6 am and whilst playing on Saturdays. They continued to play tennis together for many years. 

Although it was not a leap year, at 19 years of age, Margery asked Harold to accompany her to her debutante ball at St Peters Town Hall, and their relationship blossomed. A year later, on 10 October 1935, they announced their engagement, but couldn’t marry, as Harold was out of work due to the Great Depression.
Harold was also a talented footballer, playing for Norwood as well as representing the state in  1932 and 1934. In those days, players received only ‘pocket money’ to play, but during the Depression, this helped. His football career was cut short due to several injuries – one of which left him unconscious in hospital for three weeks. 
Once he found a steady job, he couldn’t risk another such injury, so in 1937, he gave up football as he needed financial security before marrying.  

 ‘It was a matter of getting any job you could – whatever had to be done’, Harold recalls. ‘I had to save100 pounds first.’ Although he is a fierce teetotaller, the only job he could find was at Scott Tolley distillers – quite ironic.
Harold later worked in administration in the dairy industry.
Margery taught elocution, worked as a dress maker and in administration at the School of Mines.
Margery chose February 12 for their wedding, because it was a Saturday, and close to her father’s birthday, February 13 (her father died when she was 14 years of age after a long illness) and Valentine’s day was her grandfather’s birthday. Her grandfather gave her away at her wedding. 

When they were married, the couple lived with Margery’s mother and brother in the house she was born in at Annesley Avenue, Trinity Gardens. This is where she lived until 1969, when they moved to Ingle Farm.

The couple’s third move was to Resthaven Marion last year, pleased that they are able to stay together. They have been fiercely independent 

They had two children – son Douglas and daughter Lorraine, six grandchildren and six great grandchildren. Tragically, Lorraine died aged 38, leaving Harold and Margery to help bring up Lorraine’s three children, Debra, Belinda and Andrew  

Son and daughter in law, Douglas and Morag Allington, said, ‘We doubt they would both have made it to this very significant event if they hadn't received Resthaven staff's wonderful care since their admission on 23rd August last year, when Mother found that she could no longer care for Father.’

‘We have all been so thankful that the transition to supported care has been relatively smooth - the timing was perfect.’
When asked about his long marriage, Harold often jokes ‘Oh, well people get less than this for murder!’
For more information call 8373 9141.
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