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For release 5 December 2008 - International Volunteer Day 
Resthaven Volunteer Bus Drivers spread the Christmas cheer!
This evening, Resthaven volunteer bus driver, Peter Stretton, will drive the Resthaven bus, filled with excited residents, down the main street in the Blackwood Community Christmas pageant. 

Resthaven’s Coordinator Volunteer Resources, Stacey Thompson, says, ‘This is the third year that Resthaven residents have joined in the pageant. They enjoy waving to the crowd and love the community atmosphere.

‘Peter is very generous with his time, as are all our volunteer bus drivers, particularly at Christmas time.’

‘In December, Resthaven’s team of volunteer bus drivers get into the Christmas spirit and take our elderly residents on special bus trips to see the wonderful displays of Christmas Lights throughout Adelaide and the hills. 
‘For some residents, going out at night is a rare occasion, and seeing the glorious displays of Christmas lights is a memorable evening.’

‘All year round, Resthaven residents thoroughly enjoy the bus trips, provided thanks to the volunteer bus drivers and on-board assistants. They visit old and new haunts, prompting reflection and reminiscing. Jaunts include visits to Hahndorf, Victor Harbor, Mt Barker, Woodside, Mount Lofty, Glenelg, Brighton and Semaphore beaches, Outer Harbor and city sites.’ 
‘We all greatly appreciate the time and skills donated by each of our drivers to make these trips possible.’
‘Three cheers to the volunteer bus drivers who make this possible.’

‘As well as bus driving, volunteers are involved in a multitude of services, from those who support leisure and lifestyle programs, operate and serve in shops, facilitate knowledge programs such as School for Seniors, support Wellness and Talk Back programs, to the volunteers who provide individual one on one personal attention.’ 
‘We are fortunate to have a dedicated team of volunteers who donate their time, skills and energy, all contributing to the spirit of Resthaven.’ 

‘Volunteering has been at the heart of Resthaven from the very beginning. Volunteers mean that organisations such as Resthaven can provide additional services, improve the quality of their programs and provide an extra level of support to people they serve.’
‘Volunteers attract and encourage others, when they reveal how their lives have been enriched through their involvement.’
Volunteer Inquiries: Stacey Thompson, ph 8373 0211 or email sthompson@resthaven.asn.au. Web www.resthaven.asn.au.
Photo caption: Volunteer bus driver Peter Stretton drives Resthaven Bellevue Heights residents in the Blackwood pageant last year.

Alternate photo: Resthaven Malvern residents enjoy trips on the bus to go shopping, sight seeing and reminiscing.
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