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Media Release

For Immediate Release

Tuesday, 10th March 2009 
SA communities and schools invited to put their ‘Schools First’ in national $15 million education awards

At today’s state launch of Schools First, Australia’s largest corporate backed education initiative, an invitation was extended to all SA communities and schools to build stronger partnerships for the mutual benefit of our young people and their local community.
An example of a possible contender for the Schools First awards was on show at today’s launch.  As part of its International Baccalaureate programme, Burnside Primary School’s Year Seven ‘Leaders of the Future’ initiative is exploring collaboration with nearby aged care facility, Resthaven Leabrook. The partnership would involve students making regular visits to Resthaven and interacting with residents in a series of Wii sporting games.   

Schools First spokesperson Tim Burke spoke at the launch about how partnerships, like the one being developed by Burnside and Resthaven, can have significant benefits for both partners. 

“Research has shown that strong school and community partnerships can have enormous benefits for students including increased learning outcomes and improved transitions into the workforce, further education or training. Effective school – community partnerships create stronger communities where people are connected, businesses have skilled workers and local economies can thrive.”
“It takes an entire community to raise a child, and Schools First in partnership with NAB have recognised this with $15 million in awards funding dedicated to promoting excellence in school-community partnerships over the next three years,” said Burke.
Schools First has been developed by NAB in partnership with Australia Cares, Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) and Foundation for Young Australians (FYA). 

In 2009, up to 60 local awards are available at $50,000 each plus as many as eight state awards will be granted at $100,000 each. One outstanding school – community partnership will be judged the national winner and receive an award valued between $500,000 - $1 million.  

A series of 20 seed funding awards worth $25,000 each will also be available for schools and community groups that require initial funding to get their ideas off the ground.

Burnside Primary School spokesperson, Dianne Turville, is thrilled at the prospect of an ongoing relationship between students and residents.

“Exposing our students to elderly residents instils in them a deeper level of respect and sensitivity.  Having students teach the residents, rather than the other way around, also gives them a sense of pride in what they are doing.  This partnership seems to epitomise what Schools First hopes to achieve and certainly we will be applying for funding in an effort to elevate this beyond simply a pilot idea,” said Turville.
Resthaven Leabrook Leisure and Lifestyle Coordinator, Di Mettner, was equally complementary of the prospective partnership.
-next-

“We encourage positive, healthy and safe leisure and lifestyle pursuits amongst our residents. Wii certainly provides them with the opportunity to remain active and try new things.  Interacting with young students, laughing and enjoying each others’ company has real benefits for everyone - and they simply delight in sharing time with the students,” said Mettner.
The Schools First awards will be open to every school in Australia including primary and secondary schools across the public, Catholic and independent education systems. The award funds will be monitored by Schools First and NAB to ensure they are reinvested in growing these partnerships.

During March and April Schools First will be running a series of workshops throughout South Australia explaining the awards application process and will examine how schools and community groups can build partnerships and deliver new and exciting education experiences for young people.  
A full list of workshop dates and locations are available on the website www.schoolsfirst.edu.au where schools and community groups can register their interest. 

This website is designed to build an on-line community for schools and community groups that cannot attend one of the workshops. The website will also host a “knowledge bank” that will act as a depository for resources, research and award winning case studies.
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Media requiring further information, please contact:

Brooke or Prue Tully 
PR for Schools First
Ph: 03 94 27 02 75 ǀ 0427 88 50 66
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